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Ethan Assouline The new works by ETHAN ASSOULINE for Art Basel Paris confirm
dissociation variations his take on the codes of life. What is happiness? What is family?

What is work and what is not? These most basic questions are rarely
Art Basel Paris asked. Most people go by living instead. Assouline is not interested
Oct 21- 26,2025 in answering them either; he rather tries to expose how the logic

of economics and subsequent design of objects answer them for us.
Significant is the brand on one of his children tower sculptures, which
says “Support, Care, Love”, beautiful things were they not a mere slogan.
We buy a product and we get a prepackaged philosophy.

During our discussions leading to the presentation of these works,
Assouline and I spoke about an idea of joy that is pre-built. We are told
how to be happy. Not convinced about joy being “pre-built”, I proposed
“fabricated” but we settled on “artificially shaped”. I should have
proposed "prepackaged’, like a frozen lasagna someone else prepared
for us, following a recipe someone else gave to them, so we could eat
our meal without thinking too much. I realize packaging is a good
metaphor for the outsourcing we constantly do when we should not.
Our values are packaged for us and we transmit the same package to
children, colleagues, friends. Assouline’s children towers are a glimpse
into a world of everyday objects built to do more than solve a practical
problem. They are lifestyle. Through the artist’s intervention their cloak
of false neutrality comes off and they get a nature of their own.

My new efficiency software is all about task management, which is
a way to package time. Assouline’s new clocks are small attempts to
open that package through sculpture. Time is clearly against us but
we do little to beat it. At best, we manage it. A dysfunctional clock
frees us, if not for ever, at least for a bit. We are following the ticking
of another time—at what interval does one of Assouline’s clock hands
move anyway—a time that is not synced to an economic system whose
ambition is to regulate every being.

In Assouline’s sculptures, one occasionally stumbles upon symbols:
an apple, an eye, a needle, etc. As symbols in the everyday world, they
meant something. They no longer do the same in the world of these
artworks. They became motifs. They repeat so they prompt us to think
they have a reason to be there. We might be wrong. Instead, the works
have taken their logic, which is far from ours. Their autonomy is their
critique: we become conscious of their designer’s original intention
by seeing how the artist freed them from it, now making them deal
with homosexuality, desire for parenthood, neoliberal ideologies in the
contemporary city, neurosis, and ideals of true emancipation.
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1. réalité(fatigue et homosexualité),
2025, iron, clock, wood, screws,
paint, LED lamp

2. réalité(pédé et présent), 2025
plexiglass, screws, wood, clock,
paint

3. réalité(ouvrir la), 2025
plastic, aluminum, steel, wire,
clock, screws

4. réalité(tous les jours), 2025
wood, aluminium, clock, screws,
paint

5. réalité(stress), 2025

cardboard, paint, blade, clock,
screws, iron, paper, staples, printed
photograph, color screen

6. réalité(en face), 2025
plastic, paper, nylon thread, needle,
clock

7. réalité(vengeance), 2025
wood, clock, cardboard, blades,
screws, paper, plastic

8. réalité(nique), 2025
plastic, aluminum, steel, wire,
clock, screws

9.réalité(poeme), 2025
pen, blade, plastic, wood,
aluminium, iron wire, tape, clock

A. autonomie(la france), 2025
wood, color filter, blades, screws,
plastic, watch, paint, staples, paper

B. autonomie(tous les jours), 2025
wood, plexiglass, screws, cutter
blades, mirror, scotch tape,
varnish, paper, adhesive tape,
string

C. autonomie(la boucle), 2025
wood, screws, books, paper, printed
photograph, watch mechanism,
paint

D. autonomie(seum variations),
2025, wood, printed photograph,
paper, screws, paint, staples

E. Autonomie(tout devient plus
clair maintenant), 2025

wood, screws, plexiglass, plastic,
aluminium, paper, paint

F. autonomie(réalité), 2025

wood, screws, plexiglass, adhesive,
book, paper, photographic
printing, paint



