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DOCUMENT at Art Basel Paris | Galeries | Booth 1.K2
Exhibiting works by Julien Creuzet, Jimmy DeSana, Faheem Majeed, and Paul 
Mpagi Sepuya in our first Galeries sector participation at Art Basel Paris

DOCUMENT is thrilled to participate in Art Basel Paris 2025 with a presentation of 
photographs by Jimmy DeSana (b. 1949, Detroit, MI – d. 1990, New York, NY) and Paul 
Mpagi Sepuya (b. 1982, San Bernardino, CA, USA), alongside new sculptures by Julien 
Creuzet (b. 1986, Paris, France) and Faheem Majeed (b. 1976, Chicago, IL).

A majority of the booth will feature an intergenerational dialogue between artists Jimmy 
DeSana and Paul Mpagi Sepuya. Both use photography to engage with queer bodies 
and the politics of representation, implicating the viewer as much as any figure who 
appears in the frame. Closely associated with New York City’s No Wave and downtown 
art scenes in the late 1970s and employing a rich array of photographic processes, 
DeSana drew on Surrealism in presenting bodies in confusing entanglement with 
everyday objects as well as one another. Anticipating the sexual anxieties of the 
imminent AIDS crisis, he infused queer erotics with equal parts absurdity and dread. 
Beginning his career in the mid-2000s, Sepuya’s work comes his intimate involvement 
and collaboration with queer communities on both U.S. coasts. The desiring gaze can 
only take in Sepuya’s bodies via fragmentation, mirroring or the clever reproduction 
of his previous photographs; effects meticulously produced by Sepuya in the studio 
rather than by any digital manipulation. Side by side, DeSana and Sepuya remind us 
that queer aesthetics—much like queer liberation—is a continual process, never far 
from the lived, corporeal world.

Julien Creuzet will present a new wall sculpture in cast bronze from a series of works 
first exhibited in the French Pavilion at the 2024 Venice Biennale. 

In his new series of wall sculptures, All of the Parts (2025), Faheem Majeed uses 
traditional wood‑carving techniques to replicate elements of African masks of 
unknown origin. Using pine, cedar, different wood stains, and shoe polish, each piece 
in the series isolates and reinterprets a segment of a traditional African mask—not to 
reconstruct the whole, but to sit with the fragments.

Works by Jimmy DeSana and Paul Mpagi Sepuya are included in the exhibition ECHO 
DELAY REVERB: American Art, Francophone Thought, curated by Naomi Beckwith, on view 
at Palais de Tokyo, Paris, from October 22, 2025 through February 15, 2026.
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Julien Creuzet (b. 1986, Paris, France) is a French-Caribbean artist who lives and 
works in Paris. A visual artist and poet, he actively intertwines these two practices via 
amalgams of sculpture, installation and textual intervention that frequently address his 
own diasporic experience. Inspired by the poetic and philosophical reflections of Aimé 
Césaire and Édouard Glissant on creolization and migration, Creuzet’s work focuses 
on the troubled intersection of the history of Martinique and the events of European 
modernity. Creuzet represented France at the 2024 Venice Biennale and his first 
institutional solo exhibition in the USA opens on February 20, 2025 at The Bell, Brown 
University, Providence, RI. He has had solo exhibitions at Le Magasin, Grenoble, France 
(2023); Performa Biennial, New York, NY, USA (2023); LUMA Westbau, Zürich, Switzerland 
(2023), LUMA Arles, France (2022); Camden Art Centre, London, UK (2022); Palais De 
Tokyo, Paris, France (2019); CAN Centre d’Art Neuchâtel, Neuchâtel, Switzerland (2019); 
Fondation d’Entreprise Ricard, Paris, France (2018); and Bétonsalon, Paris, France (2018).

Jimmy DeSana (b. 1949, Detroit, MI - d. 1990, New York, NY), a key figure in the New York 
downtown scene of the 1970s and 80s, created a body of photography that evinces a 
singular style typified by concealed figures, saturated colors, and surreal mise-en-scène, 
with subject matter that index the artist’s fascination with American suburbia and queer 
fetish subculture in equal measure. Throughout his career, DeSana seamlessly blended 
the tropes of fashion photography, camp sensibility, and experimental art, resulting in 
images that are simultaneously relatable in their use of quotidian settings, yet entirely 
otherworldly in their depiction. DeSana grew up in Atlanta, GA, and received his bachelor’s 
degree from the Georgia State University in 1972 before relocating to New York’s East 
Village in the early 1970s. Recent solo exhibitions include Jimmy DeSana: Submission at 
the Brooklyn Museum, New York, 2023, accompanied by a catalogue co-published by the 
Brooklyn Museum and DelMonico Books; The Sodomite Invasion: Experimentation, Politics 
and Sexuality in the work of Jimmy DeSana and Marlon T. Riggs, Griffin Art Projects, 
Vancouver, Canada, 2020; and Remainders, Pioneer Works, Brooklyn, NY, 2016. DeSana’s 
work can be found in numerous public collections including the Institute of Contemporary 
Art, Boston, MA; the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Chicago, IL; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX; the Museum of Modern Art, New 
York, NY; and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY. Ruin of Rooms, a major 
two-person exhibition of the work of Jimmy DeSana and Paul P., at KW Institute for 
Contemporary Art, Berlin, was on view in 2024.

Faheem Majeed (b. 1976, Chicago, IL) is an artist, curator, educator, and non-profit 
administrator whose work focuses on institutional critique and centers collaboration as 
a tool to engage communities in meaningful dialogue. He received his BFA from Howard 
University and an MFA from the University of Illinois Chicago, where he is currently an 
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Assistant Professor of Art. He is the recipient of the Field and MacArthur Foundation’s 
Leaders for a New Chicago Award, the Joyce Foundation Award, and the Joan Mitchell 
Painters and Sculptors Grant, and has been recognized as a Harpo Foundation 
Awardee. Majeed served as the Executive Director of the South Side Community Art 
Center from 2005 to 2011 and currently serves as the Co-Director and Founder of the 
Floating Museum, an arts collective and non-profit that creates new models to explore 
relationships between art, community, architecture, and public institutions. His work has 
been exhibited at the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Centre Pompidou, High Line 
Art, and the Hyde Park Art Center. Majeed’s sculpture highlights marginalized objects, 
histories, people, and places into powerful narratives that challenge and recontextualize 
their value, fostering dialogue and broader social change.

Paul Mpagi Sepuya (b. 1982, San Bernardino, CA, USA) is an artist working in photography 
whose projects weave together histories and possibilities of portraiture, queer and 
homoerotic networks of production and collaboration, and the material and conceptual 
potential of blackness at the heart of the medium. His interests also include queer 
literary modernism, as well as questions of artistic responsibility and care regarding 
representation and refusal. Recent solo exhibitions include Nottingham Contemporary, 
UK (2023); Deichtorhallen, Hamburg, Germany (2022); Bemis, Omaha, NE (2020); CAM 
St. Louis, MO (2020); and a project for the 2019 Whitney Biennial. The artist’s largest 
monograph to date was published by Aperture in 2024. Works by Sepuya are held in the 
collections of the Baltimore Museum of Art, the Getty and Guggenheim Museums, LACMA, 
MoMA, SFMoMA, the Studio Museum in Harlem, and the Whitney Museum of American Art, 
among others.

ABOUT THE GALLERY

DOCUMENT is a commercial gallery located in Chicago and Lisbon that specializes in 
contemporary photography, sculpture, and media based art. The gallery has organized 
more than 70 solo exhibitions since its opening in 2012 and actively promotes the work 
of emerging and established national and international artists.


